Wievele, and unveiled a ecentenary nmemorial tablet inmserted in the

“%he veteran fSeuts cyeling chawpion, John Willar, a kenspcc

' algng the road on a “hobby Horse® built in 1818 for the Duke of
Argyll

MENORIAL TO KIRKEPATRICK KACHILLAN

inventor of the Bievele.

e

(Contributed by Mras, D.A,.Browne.)
Ao tialacd

At Courthill Samithy, Dumfriess-shire, last Sunday, Eir lMarold
Bowden, Bart., Freesident of the Vational Comditee on Cyeling, paid
tribute to the memory of Kirkpatriek Haemillan, inventor of the

IS BRIy T Tugnrvlmastone, lalrd of Courthill and
Lord Lieutenant of the County, introducing Sir Harold, gaid that
millions all over the world owed a debt of gratitude to Kiripatrick
Maemiilen for hie inveniion, from which a great industry had grown up
in both our export and home markets. %

Eir Harold Bowden, bhefore unveiling the tablet, said that the
bicyele nad made the worid a happier place to live in, He spoke of
its value during the war years, and estimated that seventy million
bicycles are in use in the world ieday. The tablet reads,

"1239: The Centenary of the Bicyeles- The Natiomal
“Commitiee on Gycling honours the memory of Kirkpatriek
"lacmillan, the Inventor of the Bicyele: ‘Ne builded
"bettexr than he knew.'® Ay

To attend the ceremony, we eyeled to Ccurthill via the glorious
Dalveen Pams. We felt we must pay homsge to the inventor of a machine

whielhh nad given us endless pleasure, and by means of which we had

toured the length and breadth of this fair land, Hundreds of other

cyelists came irom far and near. A picturesgue touch was provided by

e figure
o

bushy red beard, givine a demons

. The chiefs of ih¢ big eyele indvstriecs in Britain came to
tour by biecyeie in the souih of fcotland and be present at the cersmony,
while folke from all tihc countryside poured im.
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A reg;iea of Macuillan'¥ bicycle lesned against the smithy wall.
It looked, our eyes a eumbersome thing, yet dn it ¥acwillan had ridden
all around lie neighbourhood, and in 1842 cycled the seventy miles to
Glasgowv. The people of ths couniryside stsred in amazement as he
passed along, while some fled in terror from what they thought was
the devil on wheals. Un reathning the eity,such were the crowds
surrounding him that to escape them he knooked down a child. The modb
got furious, and Macmillan was put in jail, and was next dsy fined 5/
for driving such a reckless contraption on the King's Highway. The
child was not hart,.  ~ = ° '

After the unveiling, Sir Marold presented to the yoingest
descendant of thg inventor, four years old Marion Callanusy, a smart
blue bicycle ofﬁngy 1atea§ yattern, =

A Comsaedloration Servive was held in Keir Tirk, whien vwas filled tao
capacity. Rev, W, Wylie Fulton, B.D. offered thanks for the flash
of genius whlch had been gifted so often to men of the Fritish race,
and in this instance to one of the sons of Keir., lLed by the minister,
the whole company then filed to the old Kirkyard of Keir, down by the
Water of Scaur, where Mr. Frank Urry of Birmingham, one of the grand

old men of the cyclimg world, laid of chaplet of laurel on the grave
of Kirkpatrick lMacmillan,
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