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Put to the test
Is there a product that you 
think needs reviewing? 

Write to: Cycle, PO Box 313, 
Scarborough, YO12 6WZ 

     editor@cyclinguk.org

 T he Beacon 2 follows 
on from the successful 
first version, which 

was a favourite with many dirt-
road tourers and backcountry 
bikepackers like long-time Cycle 
contributor Cass Gilbert. Not 
having used v1, I asked Cass for 
his thoughts on the Beacon 2, and 
he noted some real improvements, 
particularly less flicker. That’s 
important given that the light is 
designed to be used at the low 
speeds you often travel at when 
riding off road. I only noticed 
an initial flicker when I started 
riding, which is soon replaced 
by a steady beam after you’ve 
travelled a few metres.

It’s solidly built from machined 
aluminium, and houses a 
powerful 750-lumen light with 
three separate LEDs. A switch 
allows you to toggle between 
high and low beams or turn it off. 
The low beam works well for road 
riding with intermittent street 
lighting, and will likely cause 
less glare for other road users – 
though you may want to angle its 
beam down.

The 750-lumen high beam gives 
a good spread of light, enabling 
you to ride with confidence in 
the dark. I headed down a blue-
graded trail at night with just the 
Beacon 2, and had no trouble 
picking my way while equally 
competent riding pals with 
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Gear up

battery-powered lights gingerly 
inched along. 

The illumination is fantastic, 
but for me what puts this light 
above others in its class is the 
facility to charge devices on the 
go. While you can buy additional 
components to charge your 
electronics via a dynamo hub, I 
usually find them a bit fiddly.

You pay for the convenience 
with the Beacon 2 but you’re also 
getting lighting and charging 
systems that are designed to work 
together. Lighting is given priority 
over charging, as it should be. 
Sinewave uses corrosion-resistant 
connectors, like gold-plated 
USB contacts, and covers the 

electronics in epoxy so even if 
water gets inside the connectors it 
won’t do any damage.  

One other neat touch is, as well 
as charging an external battery 
pack, you can also use that pack 
to power the light. It’s ideal for 
when climbing at night, lighting 
your campsite or even allowing 
you to switch the lamp to another 
bike without a dynamo.

Price is dependent on the 
exchange rate as it’s made in the 
USA, although it’s available here 
from St John Street Cycles. Don’t 
forget to factor in a hub dynamo 
(and wheel build?) if you don’t 
already have one.
Sam Jones

Other options

ADEPT ELECTRONICS 
VELOCHARGER MK2 

£90 
Suitable if you have a lamp 

already and just want to 
charge your electrics. 

adeptelectronics.co.uk

SON EDELUX II 
WITH COAXIAL 
JUNCTION BOX

£164.99
Good light even at low 

speeds. This version 
can charge devices. 

nabendynamo.de/en/
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At Cycle, we are proudly independent. There’s no pressure to please 
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Beacon 2
$350/£379 sinewavecycles.com 

Verdict
Perfect for self-
sufficient cycling 
adventures, this 
powerful, if expensive, 
light will easily ensure 
you have no trouble 
travelling in the hours 
of darkness, while 
also keeping your 
electronics charged.

Pros & cons
+ Great light even at 

low speeds
+ Charging on the go

– High price

Off-road capable dynamo headlight with USB charging port

Sinewave


